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VINDICATE D, Sc. 


OTHING is more common 
in the Mouths of Men, than 
the charge of gratitude and 
Rebellion in the Coloniſts, and an at- 
tempt to throw off all connection with, 
and ſubordination to the mother coun- 
try. Univerſal as this idea may pre- 
vail, I will venture to affirm, nothing 
can be farther from the real truth, 
when their conduct comes to be im- ; 
partially conſidered, by the cool de- 
liberations of an unprejudiced mind. 
=o Many 


* 1 


6 
Many circumſtances concur to favor 
this opinion. Moſt men are incapa- 
ble of reaſoning upon the ſubject, 
for want of ſufficient information; 
others will not give themſelves time 
to exerciſe their thoughts upon it, 


and as many draw conſequences from 


premiſes as abſurd as their concluſi- 
ons are falſe. 8 
Tuxst circumſtances conſidered; 
it is not to be wondered this idea 
ſhould have taken ſo deep root in 
the minds of 'men, eſpecially as the 
body of the people of this country, 
have been from the natural bias of 
their education, accuſtomed to form 
the moſt unfavorable impreſſions of 
every 


1 

every nation and people but them- 
ſelves; a prejudice very pardonable 
in the lower orders of men, and ought 
under ſome; circumſtances to be en- 
couraged, from principles. of ſound 
policy: but what may be excuſeable 
in them, becomes highly criminal in 
thoſe, who are deſtin'd to move in 
more elevated ſtations, whole edu- 
cation ought to free them from the 
ſhackles of ſuch vulgar errors. 
- Taar we may be enabled to form 
a right judgment, and enter into the 
true merits of the points 1n conteſt, 
it will be neceſſary for us to deſcend 
to particulars. We ſhall then be able 
to judge whether the high charge of 

B 2 Ingra- 


4640 
Ingratitude and Rebellion, is juſt or 
falſe. Whether the real objects of 
our indignation are not his Majeſty's 
Miniſters, and the true Cauſe of all 
theſe diſturbances may not be juſtly 
attributed, to want of Capacity and 
miſ- conduct in Adminiſtration them 
ſelves. 


Tux points in conteſt may appear 
trifling to ſome. They who conceive 
the connection between Great-Britain 
and her Colonies, as barely of con- 
ſequence, do not conſider this matter 
with that weight and importance 
which the nature of the ſubje& de- 
mands. Perhaps there never was a 
cauſe, ſince the commencement of 
theſe 


* 
kingdoms, which ſhould be more 
diſpaſſionately conſidered, or requires 
more the ſerious, cautious, and de- 
liberate determination of the legiſla- 
ture. | | 1 ee 


Tux queſtion now depending be- 
fore both Houſes of Parliament is, not 
Whether we ſhall maintain his Ma- 
Jjeſty's authority, which has been in- 
judiciouſly enforced, or exert the falſe 
honour and dignity of Parliament, in 
oppoſition to the undoubted rights 
of an injured people; but, Whether 
Ereat- Britain ſhall, by purſuing the 
maxims of a ſound and upright poli- 
ey with reſpect to her Colonies, . for 

ever eſtabliſh a permanent and ſolid 
- founda- 
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(6) 
foundation for a juſt conſtitutional 
Union between both countries. 


43.33 


. 
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Tux queſtion. ſhould be, not what 
the conſtitution was, or is, but what 
preſent circumſtances conſidered, it 
ought to be. The queſtion is, Whe- 
ther the honor and dignity of Parlia- 
ment can be better maintained by 
obſtinately perſiſting in meaſures de- 
ſtructive to the intereſt of both coun- 
tries; or whether that honor which, 
when their own benefit is concerned, 
they affect to be ſo ſcrupulouſly nice, 
can be better maintained, than by 
extending the broad hand of Juſtice 
over the Americans who never diſput- 
ed their authority, until Parliament 

her- 


68 
herſelf ſet up claims in oppoſition to 
the ſentiments of the greateſt ſtateſ- 
men and beſt lawyers in this kingdom, 
ſubverſive. of the principles of the 
conſtitution itſelf. For it is an in- 
dubitable truth when that country 
becomes enſlaved, the Liberties of 
of this cannot long ſurvive. The 
ſpirits of a free people once broken, 


will be made fit — to 2 


the reſt: | 


Max members of both houſes 


will doubtleſs talk high of the honor 
of Parliament, and under the influ- 
ence of this idea, ſtrenuouſly inſiſt 


that vigorous (by which I ſuppoſe 


they mean violent) meaſures ſhould 
| be 


— 


——— art Oe 


15 
1 
1 
$4 
n 
* 
= 
F 
1 
5 
1 
Þ 
. 


6 
be purſued. But in the midſt of their 
wrath, it would perhaps be wiſe and 
prudent to conſider, that the true ho- 
nor and dignity: of both houſes can 
never be fupported by enforcing 
claims deſtructive to the rights and 
intereſts of humanity. It behoves' 
thoſe who are of that opinion, firſt to 
to prove, that the abſurd doctrine of 


virtual repreſentation is ſtrictly con- 


flitutional, before violent meaſures 
can with propriety be urged, as ne- 
ceſſary to be purſued at the oi: 
critical juncture. 


Furs caution is more indiſpenſably 


neceſſary, when they conſider this 


ſolemn incontrovertible truth, which 
has 


(9) 
has been made to appear from the cuf- 
tom- houſe books, that one third part 
of the commerce of Britain depends 
upon thoſe Colonies, and that when 
this is loſt by imprudent and violent 
meaſures, ſhe 1s inevitably ruined. 


Svucn impetuous unthinking men, 
who reaſon without experience, ſhould 
well weigh in their cloſets, before 
they come to any abſolute determina- 
tion, the dreadful conſequences of 
ſuch a procedure, and with what 
kind of men they have to contend, 


Taz Americans are a people of a 
very different complexion from the 
natives of this iſland. Here we are 

| C defended 


( 
defended from the attacks of our 
neighbours, by a powerſul fleet and 
mercenary troops. The bulk of the 
inhabitants are diſarmed by com- 
merce, manufactures, game laws, and 
a luxurious ſelfiſn effeminacy, the diſ- 
tinguiſhing characteriſtic of the pre- 


ſent age. 


On the other hand, the inhabitants 
of America are chiefly made up of 
emigrants from all Europe, who have 
fled their native ſhores for the more 
free enjoyment of their civil and re- 
ligious Liberties. The defenceleſs, 
unfortified condition of their coun- 
try, has from the infancy of the Co- 


lonies, * every citizen and huſ- 
bandman, 


Eu) 
bandman, to be trained to the uſe 
of arms. No game laws are in force. 
Every boy knows how to level his 
gun at the fowls of the air, the beaſt 
of the foreſt, or the ſavage of the wil- 
derneſs, with whom he and his fore- 
fathers have been accuſtomed to con- 
tend. Beſides it is a real fact, that 
there are above thirty thouſand ve- 
terans, deeply intereſted in the 
cauſe of their country, who have 
been inured to actual ſervice in the 


late war. 


His rox v informs us, when Philip 
of Macedon formed the ſcheme of 
invading the liberties of Greece, he 
previouſly conſulted the Oracle, whe- 
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E 
ther he ſhould proceed. The anſwer 
he received was in the negatiue, and 
the reaſon alledged, becauſe there 
were many Acron-ealing men in broad 
Arcadia. The ſame Oracle if con- 
ſulted upon the preſent occaſion, 
would doubtleſs anſwer, that there 
are three millions of virtuous men, 
urged on by an enthuſiaſtic religious 
zeal, and unſubdued by effeminate 
unmaning pleaſures, who are deter- 
mined and bound, after mature de- 
liberation, by a ſolemn oath, to main- 


tain thoſe juſt rights, priviledges and 


immunities, for which their fore- 
fathers ſo often ſtruggled in Parlia- 
ment and fought in the field, at the 
price of their blood. 7 
LET 


( 43 2 
Lr me then aſk, What wiſe nation 
in purſuit of a falſe notion of honor, 
would in an unnatural conteſt with 


her own children, inconſiderately 


adopt violent meaſures, at the riſk 
of a civil war, one third of her com- 
merce, one third of her nurſery for 
ſeamen, one third of her revenue, 
and that too at a time when ſhe is 
groaning under the weight of great 


army and naval eitabliſhments, and 


an immenſe national debt at her back. 


THERE has frequently been ob- 
ſerved in nations and ſtates, as well 
as in the conduct of private men, 
more pride than diſcretion, which pre- 
cedes their deſtruction. I wiſh this 

nation 


| (11 

nation, by the unſound policy which 
ſhe has of late years, in her ,great 
w/dom, purſued, may not fatally ex- 
perience the truth of this adage. 


GREAT BRITAIx could formerly 
exiſt without her Colonies. Her na- 
tural enemies at that period of our 
hiſtory, were in the ſame predica- 
ment with herſelf. The caſe is now 
widely different ; the trade to Ame- 
rica is eſſential to the well-being and 
exiſtence of her power. Recent facts 
confirm this poſition. Every ſeaport, 
trading, and manufactoring town, are 
convinced of its reality. 


Tay 


1 
Tux imprudent meaſures which 
were adopted in the time of the Stamp 
Act, compelled the Americans to turn 
their induſtry into different channels 
from what it had been accuſtomed 


to flow. The hand which hitherto 
had found its intereſt in cultivating 
its paternal lands, to ſupply the Weſt 


India markets with the neceſſaries of 


life, now became compelled, by the 
ſame principle of intereſt, to employ 
part of that time, in providing itſelf 
with the ſtaple commodities of this 
kingdom. The demand for the Brit/h 


Manufactures were conſequently at 


a ſtand. The merchants at home ſtopt 
their orders, and. for want of remit- 
tances from abroad, many became 

| bankrupts. 
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bankrupts. The country manufac- 
torers having no demand for their 
goods, the poor labourers were let 
looſe to ſtarve, rob, or emigrate for 
want of employment, to thoſe very 
Americans, whoſe virtue they could 
not but applaud. And had not thoſe 
Acts been repealed, it would have 
at length fallen upon the landed in- 
tereſt itſelf. 


Tr this be the true ſtate of the caſe, 
which I believe none will be fo ab- 
fard as to deny, how deeply are the 
whole body of the people of England 
intereſted in the conſequences. of the 
preſent diſpute. The eyes of the 
whole nation are upon the Britiſi 


counculs. 


| „ 
councils. France too waits with the 
utmoſt impatience, to ſee us embroil- 
ed with thoſe Coloniſts, by the aid 
of whoſe commerce, we Were ena- 


bled to ſupport the laſt glorious and 


ſucceſsful war *. | | 
1 Tux 


ED 


* I am credibly informed by undoubted good au- 
thority, that during that period the American com- 
bination of merchants was in force, not to import 
Britiſh goods, that Agents were employed, and over- 
tures actually made, by the governor of St. Dontinigo, 
to ſupply the Colonifts through that channel with the 
manufactures of France. The propoſal was not only 
needleſs, but rejected with diſdain ; for the Americans 
at that time, had actually produced Broad Cloth 


equal to eighteen ſhillings per yard. 


Hence it is ever fince the year 1764, Great Britain 
has experienced a' very conſiderable dimunition of her 
trade; and notwithſtanding the Colonifts are immenſe- 
ly increaſed fince that period, not above two thirds 


of the woolen and linen manufactorers, are employed. 
The 


( 
Tuz blood and treaſure of theſe 
kingdoms, we readily admit, has 
been plentiſully ſpent in the plains 
of America. Too plentiful, I will 
maintain, for the honor of the Britiſh 


Arms. Some future hiſtorian, will 
doubleſs record the ſhameful inacti- 
vity of L—-d L—n; the fool hardy 
courage of B—k; the diſgraceful 
defeat of A——y; in as lively co- 
colours as we have extolled the brave- 
ry and military ſkill of M——n, 

H—w, 


The reaſon is obvious to every man. When a people 
have once been compelled into new employments, 
they find many inconveniences in recurring to their 
former occupations, after the compulſive cauſes are ' 
removed, Frequent changes like roling ſtones, gather 
no moſs, and involves them in a freſh expence, which 
the narrow circumitances of many are not able to ſup- 
port. | 


4 
H— v, J—n, B—t, W— n, 
and the immortal Wolfe. 


Bur admitting that much Britiſn 
blood was ſpent in the defence of 
thoſe Colonies: Are the Americans 
ungrateful or rebellious, becauſe they 
have been protected, to ſuffer for this 
reaſon, impoſitions that are unjuſt ? 
Has a man, becauſe he grants you a 
favor, therefore a right to do you an 
injury, and deprive you of your in- 
dubitable birthrights ? 


SuyPpost we make their caſe your 
own. If a robber invades your houſe, 
and an old friend with whom you have 
| lived in mutual confidence and friend- 
D 2 ſhip 


( 26 ) 
ſhip from your youth upwards, flies 
to your protection, and defends your 
property; does it of conſequence fol- 
low, that he therefore has any juſt 
foundation to take part of that pro- 
perty without your conſent? By 
what law or principle can ſuch con- 
duct be juſtified ? 


Ap if this claim ſhould be aſſum- 
ed by a ſuperior power whom you 
could not refiſt ; under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, would you not upon the 

principles of Self-preſervation, join 
forces with your neighbours, to reſiſt 
his illegal demands? Upon what 
rational pretence can ſuch Conduct 
be charged with Ingratitude and Re- 
Bellionꝰ 


1 


bellion? It is lawful, legal reſiſt- 


ance, which every free people, not 
loſt to every ſenſe of public Virtue, 
in ſimilar circumſtances, muſt inevi- 
tably adopt. 

Bur this is putting the caſe on the 
moſt unfavourable footing. It moves 
upon the ſuppoſition, that Great Bri- 


tain ſpilt her blood and treaſure in 


America, out of pure affection, and 
for the ſole advantage of the Colonies. 
To ſuppoſe that ſhe was not moved 
partly by affection, would be highly 
injurious to a generous nation, and is 


what I would by no means be ſup- 


poſed to maintain. But that this was 
her principal view, with the boldeſt 
confidence, I will venture to deny. 
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IT was from the advantages ſhe had, 


and hoped ſtill to receive, from the 


the extenſion of her commerce, by 


the increaſe of thoſe conqueſts, which 
chiefly urged her on to vigorous mea- 
ſures in their defence. 


AN affection for three millions of 
people, deſcended from the ſame 
ſtock, governed by the ſame conſti- 
tution, laws, religion, and wrapt up 
in the ſame common intereſt, were 
but ſecondary views, in compariſon 
with that immenſe progreſſive weight 
of power and property, which was 
in danger of being not only loſt, but 
added to the power of France. 


BESI DES, 


( 23 ) 
Bes1DES, it is a truth confirmed by 
all hiſtory, that nations in theſe re- 


ſpects, always move upon the princi- 


ples of intereſt only. The ſame in- 
| fluence regulates their conduct with 
reſpect to Colonies. Great Britain 
upon this principle, as freely exhauſt- 
ed her blood and treaſure, in the de- 
fence of Hungary, Pruſſia, Hanover, 
and Portugal, in the two laſt wars. 


WII I any man in his ſenſes be ſo 


abſurd as to ſuppoſe that ſhe was in- 


fluenced in theſe inſtances, by the 


principles of affection? Moſt cer- 


tainly not. She found it her intereſt 
ſo to act, and therefore her blood and 
treaſure were liberally ſpent. 

| Ltr 
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LEr us then, no more hear our 
fellow-fubjects ſo indecently charged | 
with Ingratitude and Rebellion. If a 
wiſe ſyſtem of policy is purſued, they 


can have no intereſt in ſetting up an 


independency for themſelves. 


Lr us rather applaud the conduct 
of our injured American brethren ; 
or to ſpeak in the language of one of 
the wiſeſt and greateſt ſtateſmen this 
country ever produced, Let us rqoice 
that they have reſiſted, upon ſuch juſti- | 
fiable principles, and were found wiſe 
enough not to ſwerve from thoſe in- 
diſpenſible duties, which they owed 
their mother-country, poſterity and 
themſelves. 


Ir 


( 25 ) 

Ir the government of the Colonies 
is too defective, under their preſent 
eſtabliſhment, now is the time toapply 
a remedy. It is no difficult matter 
to chalk out a plan of legiſlation upon 
juſt conſtitutional principles, which 
might be made to yield all the Liberty 
and happineſs the Coloniſts could 
wiſh, without any diſadvantage to 
Great Britain. Common ſenſe, without 
any pretenſions to ſuperior ſagacity, 
will be found equal to the taſk. 


I humbly conceive, it is the pre- 
{ent buſineſs of Parliament, to explain 


and ſettle the means of living with 


them in future upon terms of mutual 
ſatisfaction and friendſhip, 
E To 


(8) 

To treat of affairs which, as to the 
conduct of them, appertain to others, 
may be thought great boldneſs and 
preſumption. The art of govern- 
ment 1s frequently repreſented by 
ſtateſmen and lawyers, who are well- 
pleaſed with the prevalence of ſuch a 
perſuaſion, as ſomewhat very myſtert- 
ous, and ſoaring above vulgar appre- 
henſions. 


Bur if the remark of the great Mr. 
Locke be juſt, that Politics is nothing 
more than common ſenſe, applied to 
national, inſtead of private concerns; 
private men may furniſh hints, which 
the greateſt ſtateſmen, even Solon and 
Lycurgus, might not be aſhamed to 
improve, | THE 


1 
Tux cauſe of Boſton and the whole 
continent, is one and the ſame. If 
the ill adviſed compulſive methods, 
which have been recommended to 
Parliament, ſhould take place, I am 
thoroughly perſuaded, it will be 
_ conſidered as ſuch by the Coloniſts; 
and effect that ſpirit of union and re- 
ſiſtance, which we have ſo much rea- 


ſon to prevent. 


Tux public accounts of the people 
of New-York, and their willingneſs 
to receive the Tea, are abſolutely 
without any juſt and real foundation. 
It has been the misfortune of his Ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, to have been too of- 
ten miſled by the artful correſpon- 
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( 28 ) 


dence of corrupt defigning men, who 


to ſerve ſome temporary views, find 
their account in irritating, inflaming, 
and abuſing the confidence of govern- 
ment, by falſe repreſentations. | 

TAE true manifeſt intereſt of Bri- 
tain, in regard to her Colonies, is 
abſolutely to renounce the claim of 


Taxation by virtual repreſentation. 
It is a claim fo, abſolutely ſlaviſh and 


abſurd, that no free men can ſubmit 
to. It is unworthy the elevated Ge- 
nius of the Englifh government to 
impoſe ; ; and can be practiſed upon 
only by men who are ſo loſt to all 
ideas of common honor and juſtice, 
as to be incapable of acting _ 
more exalted principles, 


(29 ) 


- Every man who is in the leaſt ani- 


mated with a true and hearty ſolici- 
tude for the welfare and proſperity 
of this nation, muſt explode it as dia- 


metrically oppoſite to the very ſpirit 


and genius of a free government. It 
was conceived in Ignorance, reſiſted 
by Virtue, and nothing but Tyranny 
itſelf can ſupport it. f 


that ſome ſcheme of accomodation, 


ſome ſolid, laſting compact, built 


upon upright, generous principles, 


and founded in intereſt and affection, | 


muſt be ſpeedily adopted. 
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(WF ) 

Wx can neither unite with the 
Americans, nor can we by any means, 
think of ſubduing them by naval or 
military force. The very idea is ab- 


ſurd. They increaſe, and we muſt 


decreaſe, by means which are not 
within the reach of the wiſdom of 
human inſtitutions to prevent ; and 
ſhould we for the preſent ſucceed, 
it will, I am confident, be but a palli- 
ative, ſhuffling, temporary expedient, 
which may for a time controul, but 
can never ſtrike at the root of the 
diſeaſe. = 


| Ler Britain purſue her true inter- 
eſt. May a beam of celeſtial light 
irradiate the minds of the Britiſſi coun- 

cils, 


( 


cils, that they may reform the abuſes 


which have too long been their dif 


grace, and tend to the ruin of the 


ſtate, before it be too late. Let them 
purſue the Coloniſts with the only 


ſolid foundations of a ſure and laſting 


ſovereignty. Draw them by the gen- 
tle cords of Humanity and Love. 


A Dominion founded on Fear, and 
maintained by Compulſion, can laſt no 
longer than 'till the controuling pow- 


er is diſtreſſed by a general war. The 


conſequences of a revolt at ſuch a 
criſis, muſt be fatal indeed. Nothing 
will induce them to ſuch a meaſure, 
but Tyranny and Opprefſion. 


GREAT 
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GREAT BRITALIx will then have 
abundant reaſon to lament her folly 
and 7yufiice.; and poſterity will exe- 
crate the memory of that Miniſter, 
who ſhall, by ſuch falſe maxims of 
government, have ſapped the ſure 
and ſolid foundations of her power 
and wealth. 


Lzr us rather adopt the Roman 
maxim, exerciſed even to conquered 
nations. Give them the free conſti- 
tution of this country in its full lati- 


tude, even if 3 without its de- 


fects. | 


LET us put them on the fame foot- 
ing with Ireland, tho' a conquered 
| country, 


( 33 ) 
country, by declaring them at once 


A FREE PEOPLE ; over Whom we lay 
no claim of internal taxation, and by 
a ſolemn compact, offer to guarantee 
this freedom, againſt all foreign in- 
vaders whatever. 


Ir agreed on all ſides, that Ame- 
rica ought to bear ſome part of the 
public burdens. Protected by the 
fleets and armies of Britain, it is but 
reaſonable they ſhould contribute 
ſome proportion towards their ſup- | 
port. This is a doctrine which every 
American will readily admit. 


EAch Colony is at preſent govern- 
ed by a Parliament of their own, very 
F 5 nearly 


(44) 
nearly reſembling the grand pattern 
in the parent country. A governor 
is appointed by the King. A council, 


Which perſonates the lords, and mem- 


bers are choſen by the counties, who 
repreſent the people. 


Eck of the three eſtates have their 


powers and privileges diſtinctly mark- 


ed. And in ſome reſpects, their con- 
ſtitution is leſs defective than that of 
the parent ſtate. N 0 corporations 
ſend members. The popular part of 
their conſtitution is not ſo liable to 
be corrupted, and a more equal re- 
preſentation prevails. 


Au- 


( 3s ] 2 

AMERICA is now governed by 
eighteen different Parliaments 3 
number vaſtly too great for ſo large 
an empire. HERE LIES THE 
DISEASE! which demands the 
ſpeedy interpoſition of the ſtate Phy ſi- 
clan, and has been the efficient cauſe 
of all the diſturbances of which we 
complain. This diſeaſe has broke out 
at different times, under various ap- 
pearances, to which, partly for want 
of ſufficient information in the nature 
and ſtate of their trade; partly by 
the miſrepreſentations of deſigning 


men; and principally for want of 
the refined maxims of an upright 
generous policy, in thoſe who have 
had the ſupream direction of affairs, 
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a ſeries of mean temporary expedients, 


have been applied, as weak in their 
conſequences, as they have been un- 
generous in their deſigns. 


IT was never the original intention 
of the Crown to ſplit the Colonies in- 
to ſo many different parts. The di- 
viſion of their governments was the 
effect of accident, not deſign. Had 
the whole continent of America, 
been requeſted in the grant by the 
Virginia company, doubtleſs it would 


have paſſed, and one Legiſlature 


been conſtituted to make laws for the 
whole. The fact is however other- 
wiſe, and the inconveniences attend- 


ing it, have hitherto precipitated go- 


vernment 


uy 
vernment into remedies as abſurd as 
they were unjuſt, 


TE mode of making requiſitions 
to eighteen different Parliaments, 1s 
manifeſtly defective. It is too complex, 
too unwieldy and popular, to anſwer 
the ends of good government. The 
great difficulty of bringing ſo many 
different legiſlatures to harmonize and 
co-operate in one deſign, as when aids 
are required upon ſudden emergen- 
cies of ſtate, has been frequently 
experienced during the late war. 


Tux delegates of the people, who 
conſtitute the members of their little 


Aſſemblies, by reaſon of their remote 
diſtances 
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diſtances from the mother- country, 


and want of ſufficient information, 


were incapable of entering into the 
extenſive deſigns of ſo great, wiſe, 
and powerful a nation as Great Britain. 
Beſides, many of them being men of 
a narrow, confined education; and in- 
fluenced by private piques and party 
rage, the Royal Voice was drowned 
amidſt the din of faction, and cla- 


mours againſt an obnoxious governor. 


Tux Miniſter at that time felt the 
evil; and, for want of ſufficient 
knowledge of the trade, genius and 
ſpirit of the Americans, fell into the 
oppoſite error. Arbitrary maxims were 
impoſed. The Colonies took the a- 

larm ; 


Cd 
larm; and an union of their councils 
enſued. Both parties flew to the 
conſtitution for arguments in ſup- 
port of tenets diametrically oppoſite. 
The Americans on their part, aſſert 
that they ought, conſiſtent with the 
rights of free men, to be taxed by 
their own conſent ;- and that this con- 
ſent cannot be given agreeable to the 
ſpirit of a free: conſtitution, but by 
thoſe repreſentatives in whom they 


have a choice, and who are, by the 


vicinity of their reſidence, beſt able 
to judge, not only what burdens they 
are able to bear; but alſo by what 
means they can be moſt conveniently 
raiſed. Great Britain, on her part, 
admits the principle, but denies: the 
"88 | conſequence; 


J 2 _-” 
conſequence; and maintains that the 
Coloniſts are virtually repreſented by 


the Commons of Britain. 


IT 1s not my intention to enter into 
the controverſy. Let it ſuffice to 
obſerve, that as the diſeaſe was ge- 
neral, fo 1t requires a general reme- 
dy. But at that time a partial one 
was applied, which has been found 
ineffectual to anſwer the end. It 1s 
then evident that the conſtitution of 
the Colonies mult be new-modelled. 
If the conſent of the whole people is 
indiſpenſably necef/ary to every law, 
by which the whole people are to be 


bound; and their extreme diftance 


from the ſeat of government, will nat 


admit 


( 42 ) 
admit of their ſending members to 
the Britiſh Parliament, to give that 
conſent ;* the moſt obvious remedy 
would be, to conſolidate all their little 
Parliaments into Ons. 


Ir is not propoſed by this ſcheme, 
to annihilate their Aſſemblies, or to 
interfere with their colony legiſla. 
tures, except when aids are to be 
granted to the Crown. Let deputies 
be ſent from each, not choſen by the 
counties, but by the members, out of 
their own body, who are to repreſent 
the Commons. | 


To perſonate the Lords, let a Coun- 
cil of ſtate be appointed by the 
G Crown, 


( 42 ) 
Crown, of any determinate number, 
to be increaſed agreeable to-the royal 
will and pleaſure, as the exigencies of 
ſtate may demand. To this body a 
Lord Lieutenant. as in Ireland, ſhould 
be appointed to repreſent the King, 


who is to reſide at the centre province, 


where the whole are to meet, for the 
convenience of all. 


 GovERNMENT will find no diffi- 
culty in ſettling the powers and privi- 
leges of each branch. The members 
of the council of ſtate, ought to be 
men of fortune, family and influence, 
with ſome honorable diſtinctions for 
themſelves and families, and ſalaries 
from the Crown in proportion to the 

importance 


( 4 ) 
importance and dignity of their fta- 
tion; and to hold their offices for life. 


THE number of deputies each of the 
| colonies are to ſend, ſhould be in 
proportion to the comparative weight 
and influence of the reſpective pro- 
vince they repreſent. To this body 
let requiſitions be made for aids to 
the Crown; who are to have full 
powers to paſs money bills, and lay 
taxes, whoſe acts are to be binding, 
and have the force of Law when they 
have paſt both houſes, and received 
the aſſent of the Lord Lieutenant, 
who ſhould be attended with all the 
pomp and pageantry of ſtate, to daz- 
zle the eyes of the multitude, and 
agrandize the whole. Many 
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( 44 ) 
Many are the advantages which 
would accrue. from the introduction 
of a dignified government into a 
country little known, and long ne- 
glected. The conduits of a juſt, im- 
partial information, would be then 
open to his Majeſty's miniſters, wha 
would be better able to regulate 
this vaſt growing dependant territory; 
where, from the defects of their 
Colony conſtitutions, many diſorders 
have crept in, ſubverſive of peace 
and good order, and deſtructive to the 
rights of the commerce of this king- - 
dom. We ſhould have the learning, 


ſagacity and collected wiſdom of the Co- 


loniſts united in one body, capable of 
entering into the great, extenſive de- 
| ſigns 


680 
figns of the mother- country, and act- 
ing upon generous principles, doubly 
refined from popular lees, and nar- 
row party conſiderations. In ſhort, 
the complexity, unweldineſs, and popu- 
larity, of the Colony eſtabliſhments, 
would be remedied; and the Colo- 
niſts could have no plea that their 
properties were not given by their 
own'conſent, agreable to the principles 
of a free conſtitution. Many Laws 
might be hereafter made friendly 
to commerce. Black ſuſpicions and 
jealouſies would no longer ſubſiſt. 
A firm and laſting Union take place, 
cemented by Love and Intereſt; and 
imperial uſtice once more preſide 
over a free and happy People. 
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Ir has been with great truth fre- 
quently obſerved, that the whole 
proceedings of the Americans have 
been perfectly uniform and conſiſt- 
ent. They never refuſed Aids to the 
mother- country, when requiſitions 
were made by the Crown to their 


reſpective Aſſemblies. They freely 


granted their properties in a conſti- 
tutional way by their own conſent. 
Theſe methods had been practiſed 
upon ever ſince the infancy of thoſe 
Colonies. Money-Bills immediately 
paſſed from their reſpective legiſla- 
tures, and were confirmed by the 
Royal approbation at home. No Par- 
liament interfered until 1764. Be- 


fore this period ſhe openly acknow- 
ledged 


6 


ledged the Americans right to tax 
themſelves, and that hteir money could 
not be granted, conſiſtent with the. 
principles of the conſtitution in any 
other way. As ſoon as Britain ceaſed 
to be unjuſt, by the repeal of the re- 
venue acts after many ſpfrited reſolves, 
they opened their trade, and returned 
to a ſtate of tranquility again. New 
Impoſitions has occaſioned freſh diſ- 
turbances. To enumerate the many 
weak, oppreſſive meaſu res durin g L—d 


H-—h's Adminiſtration, would ſwell 


theſe ſheets to too tedious a length.— 
Remove the cauſe, and the effects 
will ceaſe. — Lay the ax to the root 
of the diſeaſe. — The path is plain, 
had we but Virtue to purſue 1t. — To 


be wiſe is to be juſt. | Lzr 


| 
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LE that miniſter who would adopt 
inſimmatory meafures, and involve his 


<ountry in the flames of a civil war, 


de regarded as the real enemy to both 
countries. The true honor of, the Bri- 
ti. Parliament conſiſts in — 
her jealouſy, and walking by the ftrai:' 

line of Equity and Juſtice. Theſe are 
the only maxims of a ſound, upright 
policy. Theſe the plain and maſy 
pillars upon which the fair edifice of 
national happineſs can only ſtand. All 
others unconnected with theſe, will be 
but rotten props, will ſoon give way, 
and like Sampſon's pillars, mult incvi- 
tably draw after them that old Gale 


fabric, they were meant to as 
— N of 2263.95 


